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see think 
wonder write!
Let them think. Watch them learn.
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*Use the template with blank spaces if your students 
are not independent writers yet. They can draw and 
label their thinking!  Optional versions contain lines 
for students to write the name of the object or 
topic of the photograph. 

Directions

*There are 75 photographs included in this pack, but you 
can use ANY photos for this activity! I choose photos 
based on what we are going to learn later on in the 
day for pre-exposure. Sometimes I just choose random 
photographs for fun to get my students thinking, 
wondering, and writing!

2) Display a photograph using a projector, document camera, or 
Smart Board. You can also print out the photograph. 

3) Now it’s time to “See. Think. Wonder. Write!”
*Students will write and describe what they see in the 
photograph, what they think about the photograph, and 
what they are wondering. Encourage great observation 
skills, vivid vocabulary, and curiosity!

4) It’s time to TALK about our thinking!  Use the fast fact pages!
*Provide students with time to DISCUSS what they wrote 
on their template pages with one another. Use the fast 
fact pages to teach your students about the photograph, 
especially if it is an unknown object or topic to both you 
and the students. Even if they are familiar with the topic, 
these facts may be fun to share!



Set a tone that says, “Good morning! Get ready to THINK!”

Ignite their observations and curiosity before you teach!

Create a writing center that ignites critical thinking!

Let your students TALK to each other before and/or after!

Place photographs in a binder for a quick anchor activity!

Warm up your students’ brains before class or after lunch.

Use the activity as a quick assessment to learn what your 
students already know about a topic or object! 
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ideas for use



includes digital
see think wonder 

write slides
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for Google Slides



Simple, Fast, and 
Effective! 

What do you see?
Students make observations and 
write down what they see. This is a 
great way to let them use and 
practice vivid vocabulary!

What do you think?
Students jot down thoughts about 
the photograph. How does it work? 
What is it used for? What do you 
know about it already? 

What do you wonder? 
Students ask questions they are 
wondering about the topic and 
photograph. This is a great way for 
students to activate curiosity and 
critical thinking.
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A powerful and effective way 
to boost critical thinking skills 
is to provide intentional time 

for students to observe, 
evaluate, analyze, and wonder 
about the world around them! 

Spark Critical Thinking
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Pre-Expose Content! 
Pre-exposing 
students to 

content before 
you explicitly 

teach material 
can result in 
quicker and 

deeper learning.
Show students a 
photograph of a 

topic you are 
teaching later in 
the day. Providing 

time to think, 
analyze, wonder, 
and write about 
it before you 
teach will get 
wheels turning!
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Differentiated 
Writing Templates



75 Ready-To-Go 
Photographs and “Fast 

Fact” Pages! 



Just-print 
classroom posters



“This is the pack 
that never ends!”

The photographs and fact pages in this pack 
are designed to help you get started and give 
you quick, easy access to 75 photographs and 
discussion starters for your critical thinkers and 
writers! 

You can use the writing templates with ANY 
photograph! Use photographs that match what 
you are currently teaching, what is coming up 
next, or even what your students are interested 
in! There are so many possibilities!

Online Images
Old or Used Calendars
Photographs YOU Take

Book Covers
Magazines

Newspapers
Weekly Readers/Scholastic News Magazines
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Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator
only for personal use in his or her classroom. Licenses are non-
transferable, meaning they cannot be passed on from one teacher
to another. If you want to use this as a grade level, share it with a
colleague, or use it with a school or district, the proper number of
additional licenses must be purchased. You can purchase additional
licenses at a discount in your My Purchases page when you are
logged into your Teachers Pay Teachers account. If you are a coach,
administrator, or curriculum director interested in transferable
licenses to accommodate yearly staff changes, contact me for a
quote at christina@missdecarbo.com.

Copyright Terms: Every page of this document is copyrighted. This
resource may not be uploaded to the internet in any form, including
classroom/personal websites or blogs, and district or shared servers
that those who did not purchase an additional license could access.
Uploading the file to the internet is a direct violation of copyright.

©2016 Miss DeCarbo, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

thank you 
for choosing a Miss DeCarbo educational resource.

terms of use:

*If you are a teacher who is using distance learning and/or 
teaching remotely, you may share this with your students’ through 
your secured learning platform, such as Google Classroom. You may 
not share this file or make it available to other teachers, or any 
other person who is not your current student.

mailto:christina@missdecarbo.com


Clip Art & Font Credits:

©2017 Miss DeCarbo, Inc.

Stock photographs from 
www.shutterstock.com/images

http://www.shutterstock.com/images
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Darcy-Baldwin-Fonts
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