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This resource was created to help young mathematicians AND growing readers 
practice mathematical problem-solving skills. Each of the 20 story problems has been 
written to help students practice decoding skills, with a focus on vowel teams. The 
vowel teams that are covered in this pack include: ai, ay, ea, ee, ey, ie, oa, oe, ue, 
and ui. So often, our young students are capable of solving mathematical word 
problems, but it is the text complexity that holds them back or decreases their 
confidence. This resource will help students who are working on vowel teams have 
equitable access to story problem texts on their reading level. Furthermore, it helps 
teachers integrate reading and math skills within the classroom!

You will notice that the math problem pages are set up in a simple format. Students 
will read the story and highlight the words that include the phonics skill. There is a 
simple empty box in which students can work out the problem. The work space is left 
blank in order to encourage students to work out the problem in any way that best 
suits them. Students can draw pictures, draw base-ten blocks, write number 
sentences, use manipulatives within the box, etc. A space for students to write about 
their math work is also included. As the teacher, you can use this space as you wish. 
For example, you may want students to write their answers in complete sentences or 
simply write about the process or strategies they chose to use in order to solve the 
problem. 

By NOT having students follow a sequence of problem-solving steps, we encourage 
our students to be mathematical risk takers. This resource is designed to help growing 
readers have access to the text, think critically about what each problem is truly 
asking of them, and use a variety of strategies to best solve each problem. I hope 
you and your students enjoy this resource!
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promote Flexibility and 
mathematical risk taking

An empty work box allows students to 
use flexible problem-solving 
strategies as they work through the 
problem using pictures, manipulatives, 
number sentences, etc.

Phonics-Focused Story 
Problems! Students will read 
and highlight the focus 
phonics skill. Easily integrate 
reading and math!

Teachers may use the 
writing space in a 
variety of ways. 
Students can write the 
answers in complete 
sentences, explain how 
they solved the 
problem, etc.
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integrate phonics 
skills and math!



what is included?
ideas for use and student example photographs 

long e math problems: ea, ee, and ey

long i math problems: ie

long o math problems: oa and oe

problems with numerals instead of number words

long a math problems: ai and ay
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long u math problems: ue and ui

Two passages for each long vowel pattern are 
included in this pack.  
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20 phonics-focused 
story problems
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integrated math and phonics practice

small-group math lessons

independent math practice

math centers

math intervention, practice, or reteaching

homework

integrated math and literacy centers

Ideas for use:



thank you 
for choosing a Miss DeCarbo educational resource

terms of use:
Licensing Terms: This download includes a license for one educator only for personal 
use in his or her classroom. Licenses are non-transferable, meaning that they 
cannot be passed on from one teacher to another.  If you want to use this as a 
grade level, share it with a colleague, or use it with a school or district, the proper 
number of additional licenses must be purchased. You can purchase additional 
licenses at a discount in your “My Purchases” page when you are logged into your 
Teachers Pay Teachers account. If you are a coach, administrator, or curriculum 
director and are interested in transferable licenses to accommodate yearly staff 
changes, contact me for a quote at christina@missdecarbo.com. 

Copyright Terms: Every page of this document is copyrighted. This resource may not
be uploaded to the Internet in any form, including classroom/personal websites or 
blogs and district or shared servers that those who did not purchase an additional 
license could access. Uploading the file to the Internet is a direct violation of 
copyright. 

If you are a teacher who is using distance learning and/or teaching remotely, 
you may directly share this file with your students’ and their families through a 
secure learning platform or non-public site. You may not share this file or make it 
available to other teachers, or any other person who is not your current student 
or immediate family member of a current student. 

*My resources are NOT allowed to be used on the Outschool platform/website in any way.
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Christina is passionate about helping students reach their greatest 
potential as readers and writers. Her engaging resources are based 
on developmentally-appropriate research and are 
founded in the importance of critical thinking, 
creativity, and problem-solving skills for young 
learners. Her educational company, 
Miss DeCarbo, Inc., was founded in 2012 and 
provides educators with curriculum, ideas, 
research-based advice, and inspiration. You 
can learn more about Miss DeCarbo by visiting 
her website, www.missdecarbo.com. 

about Miss DeCarbo
Christina DeCarbo-Wagers is an elementary teacher from Northeast 
Ohio. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education, a 
Master’s degree in Elementary Literacy, and a specialized K-12 
reading endorsement. Christina has experience in instructional 
consulting, literacy coaching, and professional development services. 
Over the course of her career, she has presented literacy 
workshops and professional development sessions for Staff 
Development of Educators, ASCD, and state and local educational 
conferences. Christina has also provided extensive services and 
trainings for school districts and educational service centers across 
the state of Ohio. 
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